
 
Nomis 
Nomis is a great tool for finding your way around labour market data in Great Britain1. To explore 
nomis, go to the website – www.nomisweb.co.uk  

 

The easiest first step, is to search for a profile of your local area. 

The Local Area Report will take you to information contained in the census. This can be useful for 
understanding the demographic characteristics of your local area. 

Otherwise, you can choose the local profile that best fits your needs, for example Local Authority. 

 

 
1 NOTE: go to https://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/Home.aspx for Northern Ireland’s labour market data 

When you click on this, you can type the 
name of the local area if you’re not sure 
of the exact name. 

http://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
https://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/public/Home.aspx


 
You will then get options to choose from. Let’s look at the first one, which is Norwich’s local council. 

 

First, you will find the contents of what is on the page, and a map. 

 

When you scroll, you will see that you can compare information in each section to other areas. This 
is automatically set to help you compare to your local region, and the country as a whole. 

 



 
You will then see all of the different topics, and the sources of the data. 

 

 

Task: 
Try to find your local area. Have a look at how it compares to the region and the country. 

 

  



 
Another great tool in nomis is the table builder. Let’s look at how you can build on the local reports 
to create your own bespoke tables. 

If you click on ‘query dataset’, you will be taken a tool to build your own table. 

 

 

You can see that the geographical areas are the same ones that were on the area profile page. 

 

When you first start working 
with nomis, you will see many 
helpful tip boxes. It can be 
useful to work with these, but 
let’s look at the page it directs 
you to first. 

 



 
The date, too, defaults to the most recent release. You can change these but let’s just leave them as 
they are and edit the one part that needs attention: variable. 

 

Again, when you click ‘Variable’, this will take you to the selection you had been looking at on the 
area profile page, in this case it was labour supply. You can select which items you want to put into 
your table by clicking in the boxes of the ones you want.  

 

However, you can also change the topic by clicking on the dropdown box. 

 



 
For example, let’s look at weekly hours worked. 

 

If you click the ‘tick all’ box, this saves time. It can also be useful to have all the data to start with 
when you first start building tables. 

Now that all the selections have been made, we need to check the format for download. The default 
is normally Excel. 

 

You can then choose Download Data to get the file. 

 

You will need to confirm that you want to download the Excel file. Then you can open it from your 
downloads folder (or wherever you set downloads to go!).  

TOP TIP: 

You can always use this navigation bar 
to edit your table. 



 
Here’s what the spreadsheet looks like. 

  

 

Task: 
Make your own table from one of the topics on your local area profile. 

 

  



 
Let’s look at another feature of nomis that relates to reports. We’re going to work with the same 
data as in the previous section. If we go back to the original table creation page, we can see that we 
were working with percentages. Let’s change the analysis by clicking here. 

 

Let’s make some tables that show the information in sections instead. 

 

The process is the same as before. But, this time, you need to edit ‘Table’ instead of ‘variable’ 

 



 
The name of the table is slightly different, too, so you need to check it is the correct topic. Instead of 
‘Hours worked weekly’, it is ‘Usual hours worked’. 

 

You can got through the stages to check your format. This time, though, the format default is a .csv 
file. There is no option to change it. This will still open in Excel – don’t worry! 

 

 

 

 



 
The new file shows the same data, but laid out differently. Now you can see each area has its own 
table of information. You may find this easier to read. It might also be simpler if you are only looking 
at one specific area.

 

 

Task 
Go back to the table you created earlier. Try to change the analysis so that the format of the table is 
different. 

 

  



 
There are other ways to build tables. Let’s build one direct from a data source. From the Home 
page, go to Data Sources and choose Annual Population Survey / Labour Force Survey. 

 

We’re going to look at the workplace analysis. Click on this option. 

 

 

Here you can check 
when the next 
release will be 

 

Click on Query Data 
to start building your 
table. 



 
This will default to the type of analysis, we haven’t met yet: cells. Remember, you can change this to 
percentage or table, but let’s work with cells this time. 

 

We need to choose geography. This has not been automatically selected this time as we have not 
entered the table builder via a local area profile. There are many options to choose from. If you 
know the type of local authority your council is, you can click on the correct option.  

Again, though, it can be simpler to just search for the place you want. 

 

  



 
This time we can compare Norwich, to Norfolk, and then to the larger region: East of England. 

 

Again, the date will default to the most up-to-date. You can change this to compare points across 
time. I will leave this as it is for now, though. 

Instead, let’s choose which tables we want to select, so that we can populate it with the cells we are 
most interested in. Let’s choose T10b: Employment by occupation and industry. 

 

We then have to choose what to include in our table. 

TOP TIP: 

‘tick all’ saves lots of clicks! 

Clicking further down a row or column will tick or untick all the selections that are before it, in all 
directions. This can be useful if you want to select one sex but not the other, for example. 



 

 

I’m going to choose all options for both sexes, but deselect the options for ‘all people’. 

 

The result is a lot of information, but not in a very clear format. 

 



 
Instead, if you change the type of analysis to ‘APS table’, you will see the data in a format that is 
much easier to read. Again, it shows each section as a different area. 

 

So… nomis takes practice! It is a good idea to try different formats and different layouts. Depending 
on how much data is in your table, you may need to change the layout. 

Task:  
Build your own table from the Home page. Don’t worry if your spreadsheet looks messy! Just keep 
playing with the settings until you get a format that works for you. 

 


