
'HOW TO'

Local analysis for the briefing on 
Coronavirus Government Support

Our national briefing on Gender Differences in Access to Coronavirus 
Government Support has been produced as part of the Local Data Project.

Here we want to show you how to tailor the key information in the briefing to 
your local area.

You can find the national briefing and the template for your own local analysis 
on the Local Data Project website by clicking here.

Let's work through the different parts together.

www.wbg.org.uk/ldp/briefings/
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Let’s start with the ‘furlough’ data. 

First, we need to open the dataset for the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme statistics. We can find 
that here. When we download the spreadsheet, and open it up, it should look like this.  

(If you have any problems finding the right spreadsheet, check out our explainer video: Accessing the 
data on coronavirus support.) 

There are lots of different tables in this dataset. The ones we’re interested in are tables 11, 12, 13. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hmrc-coronavirus-covid-19-statistics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9IdNPSaeIM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9IdNPSaeIM
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In table 11, we can find the information on furlough at the regional level. This is where you can find 
the information to complete the first lines of the key facts box. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key facts box 

 

 

Let’s look at an example now. 

  

Note: We can ignore the 
‘unknown’ categories. These are 
just where the data cannot be 
matched to a location, or where 
the gender of a claimant is 
unknown. 
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The [#] boxes are quite straightforward, so let’s do those first. We’ll work with the data from 
Yorkshire and the Humber. 

Across [region], women make up [x%] of those on furlough, despite women being only 47.3% of the 
overall UK workforce. Data from HMRC show that [#] women were furloughed at the end of 
February 2021, compared to [#] men. The total number of people on furlough in the region at the 
end of February 2021 was [#]. 

 

So, we should get: 

Across Yorkshire and the Humber region, women make up [x%] of those on furlough, despite women 
being only 47.3% of the overall UK workforce. Data from HMRC show that 171,100 women were 
furloughed at the end of February 2021, compared to 158,200 men. The total number of people on 
furlough in the region at the end of February 2021 was 329,300. 

 

The only thing missing now is the percentage. An easy way to work this out is by using a percentage 
calculator, like this one. 

 

 

https://percentagecalculator.net/
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So now we can complete the box:  

Across Yorkshire and the Humber region, women make up 52% of those on furlough, despite women 
being only 47.3% of the overall UK workforce. Data from HMRC show that 171,100 women were 
furloughed at the end of February 2021, compared to 158,200 men. The total number of people on 
furlough in the region at the end of February 2021 was 329,300. 

 

Can you complete the box with data from your own region? 

Across [region], women make up [x%] of those on furlough, despite women being only 47.3% of the 
overall UK workforce. Data from HMRC show that [#] women were furloughed at the end of 
February 2021, compared to [#] men. The total number of people on furlough in the region at the 
end of February 2021 was [#]. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Next, let’s move to a more local level.  

 

 

You might decide to work with the data for local authority level (table 12) or parliamentary 
constituency (table 13). In our example, we’re going to work with parliamentary constituency. 
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This time, let’s use the information for York, and make sure we scroll across to find the most up-to-
date information. 

 

Now we can notice that the take-up rate for York Central is significantly higher than the take-up rate 
for the other constituencies on the page. This indicates that the information might be significant, so 
let’s work out the percentage again. 

5200 of 9600 = 54% 

 

So, this is higher than the regional figure, and we can surmise that York’s reliance on tourism is 
probably one of the factors in this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we go back to the text box, let’s complete the information. 

In the parliamentary constituency of York Central the difference was even higher, with women 
making up 54% of those on furlough. This is due to the composition of the local labour market. More 
women than men work in sectors that were shut-down like retail and hospitality or accommodation 
and food services. The city’s reliance on tourism means that women have been disproportionately 
impacted. 

In this section, you will have to use your local knowledge to pull out the most interesting and 
relevant information for your local area. Go back to the tables, and have a go. 

What do you want to include in your key facts box?  

Top tip: Centre for Cities is the leading think tank dedicated 
to improving the economies of the UK's largest cities and 
towns. Although the data they work with is not 
disaggregated, it is a good place to get background 
information on what’s happening in your local city. Their data 
visualisation tool is a really nice way to understand data, and 
to be able to compare with the other cities in your region. 

Note: You can also use the equation 𝑥𝑥 ÷ 𝑦𝑦 × 100 

https://www.centreforcities.org/
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Now, we’ll move on to consider the data for the Self-Employment Income Support Scheme. 

We can find the dataset in the same place as the data on furlough. This time, though, the 
spreadsheet is an .ods file rather than an .xls file. It will still open in Excel, so don’t worry! 

 

 

Again, there is a lot of useful information but we’re mostly going to use tables 4 and 5. 

 

 

  

Note: there have been different rounds of 
SEISS claims, so you can also find the 
information for that in tables 4a and 5a. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/hmrc-coronavirus-covid-19-statistics
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This time, we’re only going to use table 4 to complete the key facts box. 

 

 

 

First though, to make the spreadsheet easier to manage, let’s use a couple of tools. 

 

We can ‘freeze panes’ so that when we scroll, the top row and first column both stay in place. Make 
sure you click your cursor in the right place, though. 
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We can also hide the first two columns so that we can see more across the page. 

First, select the columns that you want to hide. [Click on the letter at the top of the column.] Here I 
have selected A and B. Then right click your mouse to open up the options, and choose ‘hide’. 

 

 

Now when we scroll, we should see something like this. 

 

 

We can also choose to make the text smaller if we want to see all the way along the rows. 
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Here we have the figures for the region even though we are using the table for Parliamentary 
constituency. That’s because regions are always listed at the start of the section. This can save you 
opening multiple tables. 

So, let’s go back to the key facts box and put in the information we need. Again, let’s start with the 
simple substitutions.  

Most of the information can be found on this view – so there are a lot of arrows! 

 

 

 

By March 2020, there were 1.5 million self-employed women in the UK, who made up 34.8% of all 
self-employed workers (those whose main source of income came from being self-employed). 

In the [region], by the end of January 2021 only [x%] of all SEISS claims had been made by women 
(compared to the UK average of 28.8%). [#], self-employed women had made claims totalling just 
over [£x million]. This compares with [x] claims made by men (totalling £x million).  

This figure is lower than the proportion of self-employed women, hinting at issues many women 
faced in accessing the self-employment income support scheme. 

Of those eligible, fewer women than men made a SEISS claim in the [region]: only [x%] of eligible 
women claimed, compared to [x%] of eligible men. [The figures in the parliamentary 
constituency/local authority of x are even more stark, with only x% of eligible women making claims, 
compared to x% of eligible men.] 

Women also claimed smaller amounts, at an average of [£2,100] for [the region] compared with 
[£2,800] for men. These smaller claim amounts correspond to the fact that self-employed women’s 
earnings are lower than men’s. 

Now, our key facts reads 

In the Yorkshire and the Humber region, by the end of January 2021 only [x%] of all SEISS claims had 
been made by women (compared to the UK average of 28.8%). 44,000, self-employed women had 
made claims totalling £93 million. This compares with 112,000 claims made by men (totalling £319 
million). 
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This figure is lower than the proportion of self-employed women, hinting at issues many women 
faced in accessing the self-employment income support scheme. 

Of those eligible, fewer women than men made a SEISS claim in the Yorkshire and the Humber 
region: only 62% of eligible women claimed, compared to 67% of eligible men. The figures in the 
parliamentary constituency of x are even more stark, with only x% of eligible women making claims, 
compared to x% of eligible men. 

 

We can also see that the average claim amounts are the same as the template. 

Women also claimed smaller amounts, at an average of £2,100 for the region compared with £2,800 
for men. These smaller claim amounts correspond to the fact that self-employed women’s earnings 
are lower than men’s. 

So, we just need to input the numbers for York, and do one calculation. 

 

Here are the figures for York to complete our box.  

 

Because the difference is more noticeable in York Central, let’s just stick to one constituency.  

You might want to adapt the information for your area if you find something more significant to 
comment on. 

 

Of those eligible, fewer women than men made a SEISS claim in the Yorkshire and the Humber 
region: only 62% of eligible women claimed, compared to 67% of eligible men. The figures in the 
parliamentary constituency of York Central are even more stark, with only 60% of eligible women 
making claims, compared to 70% of eligible men. 

 

Finally, then, let’s go back and do the calculation that is missing. The part of the text reads 

In the [region], by the end of January 2021 only [x%] of all SEISS claims had been made by women  



 

April 2021 

We need to scroll back across the screen to find the total number of SEISS claims. 

 

 

The calculation we need to make is what percentage the total number of female claims comprises 
out of the total number of claims overall: 44,000 out of 157,000. 

Let’s use the equation from before: 

𝑥𝑥 ÷ 𝑦𝑦 × 100 

44000 ÷ 157000 x 100 = 28.0254 

So our complete key facts box reads: 

Self-employed women and SEISS 

By March 2020, there were 1.5 million self-employed women in the UK, who made up 34.8% of all 
self-employed workers (those whose main source of income came from being self-employed). 

In the Yorkshire and the Humber region, by the end of January 2021 only 28% of all SEISS claims had 
been made by women (compared to the UK average of 28.8%). 44,000, self-employed women had 
made claims totalling £93 million. This compares with 112,000 claims made by men (totalling £319 
million).  

This figure is lower than the proportion of self-employed women, hinting at issues many women 
faced in accessing the self-employment income support scheme. 

Of those eligible, fewer women than men made a SEISS claim in the Yorkshire and the Humber 
region: only 62% of eligible women claimed, compared to 67% of eligible men. The figures in the 
parliamentary constituency of York Central are even more stark, with only 60% of eligible women 
making claims, compared to 70% of eligible men. 

Women also claimed smaller amounts, at an average of £2,100 for the region compared with £2,800 
for men. These smaller claim amounts correspond to the fact that self-employed women’s earnings 
are lower than men’s. 

How about in your region? Can you complete the box with the most relevant figures for your local 
area? What does it show? 
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