
'HOW TO' 

Access data on childcare 
provision

Our national briefing on Access to Childcare has been produced as part of the 
Local Data Project. Here we want to show you how to tailor the key 
information in the briefing to your local area. NOTE: this explainer will work 
with data on providers in England. The data for Scotland focuses on 
attendance.

You can find the national briefing and the template for your own local 
analysis on the Local Data Project website by clicking here.

Let's work through the data together.

www.wbg.org.uk/ldp/briefings/
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Let’s start with the data for England 

 

First, you will need to get the spreadsheet from the gov.uk website. You can do that by clicking here.  

This will take you to the space where data from Ofsted (The Office for Standards in Education) is 
presented. 

 

 

Scroll down to get to the latest version. 

 

It might also be useful to look at the data from previous releases, which you can also find on this 
page.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/early-years-and-childcare-statistics
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The latest version used in our childcare briefing is this one: 

 

 

You’ll need to download the spreadsheet. Normally you can choose between the Excel spreadsheet 
and the open data format ODS file. There are some differences in how the data is presented 
between these documents, though, so we’d recommend you use the Excel version if possible. 

 

Once the spreadsheet has downloaded, you can open it. Before analysing the data, click on ‘Enable 
editing’ as this will make navigating through the data possible. 
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First, you can get an overview by looking at the chart – see Chart 1 

  

You can clearly see the trend that more providers left the sector than those who joined. 

This trend is interesting, but let’s find out more about provision at the local level. To get a more 
detailed picture, we can use the data in table 3 or table 4.  

Let’s start with table 3. 

When you first open the page, you will see the total numbers for England.  
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If we click next to the box here, we can choose our region from the dropdown menu. 

The numbers will then disappear. Don’t worry! You just need to select which local authority you 
want to look at. 

 

 

Once you have chosen the local authority you want, again by clicking the arrow next to the box, you 
can then see how many providers have joined and left. 

 

You can also see the net change. In other words, whether there are more or fewer providers and/or 
places in March 2021 compared to August 2020. 
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Let’s look more closely at Sefton as an example. We can see that there has been a net loss of 
childminder providers and home childcarers, but a net gain in providers of childcare on non-
domestic premises. 

 

We can also note that the changes have mostly been in providers on the Early Years register, with 
the only changes from non-EYR providers coming from the home childcarer category. 

Overall, only a few places have been lost (43) relative to the overall amount of places available at the 
start of the period (5,225). 

You can calculate what percentage that is by using the formula 𝑥𝑥 ÷ 𝑦𝑦 × 100 

So, 43 ÷ 5225 x 100 = 0.8% 

The loss in providers, though, is more significant: 

9 ÷ 193 x 100 = 4.66% 

It might be a good idea, though, to compare with the data from the previous release so that any 
trends can be compared to the longer-term view. 
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Table 4 provides the same information, but in a different format. Here, all the information about 
providers/places is provided for each local authority. 

 

 

You might want to use this format to compare local authorities in the same region, for example. 
However, you would need to calculate the net losses/gains yourself as this information is not 
calculated on this table. 
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Now, let’s move on to Scotland.  

It’s important to note here that the data we’re going to look at is not measuring the same thing as 
the Ofsted data. This data is about attendance, rather than availability. 

During a pandemic you can expect to see a fall in the number of children attending childcare, but 
that doesn’t tell us anything about providers joining or leaving the market. This means that you 
should adapt your local data project to include what is relevant to your local area in Scotland. 

So, data on childcare attendance can be found here. 

 

 

When you scroll down the page, you find all the previous releases and the most up-to-date 
information. There is a lot of other information available too, but we want the most recent summary 
statistics. 

 

When you download this document, you need to go to chapter 5, which starts on page 20. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/early-learning-and-childcare-statistics/
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Some of the data has been analysed already. Explore p20 to read more.

 

On page 21, you will find data tables which record how many children were registered for funded 
childcare in different areas. You can compare this information with previous releases, but some of 
the calculations also appear on page 20. 
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